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Apparently, the state of 
Washington is content with 
kids quitting. 
There is a team so dominant 
in high school football that 
more than half of its victories 
this season have come via 
forfeit. In four of Archbishop 
Murphy High School’s wins, 
the Wildcats outscored 
opponents 218-0. Their other 
fi ve wins came without them 
having to play. 
This is egregious on several 
levels, and the only people 
to blame are the adults. It all 
starts with the Washington 
Interscholastic Activities 
Association (WIAA), who has 
the allowed this to happen. 
Members of these quitting 
teams are claiming that 
they aren’t afraid to lose to 
Archbishop Murphy, but 
rather are afraid of going to 
the hospital. 
“It’s not that we’re afraid to 
play the game, it’s an injury 
issue,” said Granite Falls 
head coach Tim Dennis to 
King 5 News. “[It’s] because 
of the size disparity between 
the linemen. They have 
300-pound linemen, and we 
have sophomores that are 
weight 210, 220 pounds and 
starting on varsity. So that’s 
the issue, is the size disparity.”
This same notion was 
echoed by a parent of a player 
on an opposing team.
“We can’t put our 5-foot-8, 
125-pound quarterback up 
against their nose tackle who 
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A FOOTBALL STORY
It couldn’t be an easy task to take over for 
a quarterback that lead a team to a 10-win 
season and its fi rst ever appearance on the 
national ranks.
Senior quarterback Kenny Potter was 
tasked with fi lling that role when he 
transferred to the Spartans last year. 
“We have a family atmosphere,” Potter 
said. “Everyone is close, constantly 
hanging out with the guys outside of 
football and they are our best friends on 
and off the fi eld.”
While Potter will not lead the team to 
another 10-win season like David Fales, he 
was a big part of the Spartans bowl-winning 
season last year. 
“It was really cool,” Potter said. “We got to 
go up to Orlando six days before the game 
and got to hang out with the guys. To come 
out with a victory was big for the program 
and we knew that we were a good enough 
team to be bowl-eligible even though we 
were 5-7.”
The dual-threat quarterback played a big 
role in the Spartans opportunity to play 
in the Auto-Nation Cure Bowl last season 
after bursting onto the scene with his ability 
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Alexis Venegas prepares to kick the ball further up the fi eld in the 4-0 win 
against San Diego State on October 2 on SJSU Practice Field.
SJSU alumni 
reach out
BY JASON DUNHAM
STAFF WRITER
SJSU’s Student Union 
Ballroom was packed 
with students and alumni 
on Wednesday, at Power 
Skills, a joint lecture and 
workshop featuring SJSU 
alumna, adjunct professor 
and the president and 
founder of High Tech 
Connect Rene Siegel. 
Power Skills is part 
of SJSU’s Spartan 
Success Series hosted 
by Student Alumni 
Connection which 
features events centered 
around bringing 
students together with 
alumni to help them 
learn and prepare to 
enter the workforce 
after graduation. 
Power Skills was 
broken up into two 
parts. The fi rst part of 
Siegel’s lecture provided 
advice and information 
to help students stand 
out from the pack when 
going to apply for a job. 
Siegel emphasized the 
importance of defi ning 
who you are and telling 
your story.  
“We all get wrapped up 
in selling ourselves. You 
have to do it verbally, 
you have to do it with 
your resume, you have to 
do it with your LinkedIn 
profi le,” Siegel said. 
“Stop thinking about 
it as selling and start 
selling why you do what 
you do.”
Siegel also spoke 
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP
BY RYAN BARNHART
STAFF WRITER
The Silicon Valley Center for 
Entrepreneurship held its third and fi nal 
entrepreneurship panel  for the semester 
at the Student Union Theater Tuesday 
afternoon, discussing how to improve 
startups in the Bay Area.
“Accelerating Your Startup in Silicon 
Valley” was moderated by San Jose State 
University professor and angel investor 
Steve Bennet who works with the school 
of global innovation and leadership.
Panelists for the afternoon included 
Arjun Arora, venture partner for startup 
accelerator 500 Startups, founder and 
CEO for the startup launch program 
Founder Institute Adeo Rossi and 
Manan Mehta, founding partner for 
Unshackled, an angel fund for immigrant 
entrepreneurs.
Over 240 people registered for the 
event, said Professor Anuradha Basu, 
director of the Silicon Valley Center for 
Entrepreneurship and school of global 
innovation and leadership. 
“Not everyone that signed up came, 
but overall I thought it was a pretty 
good turnout,” Basu said. “The panel 
was really lively and gave us really good 
insights into the three organizations that 
they represented.”
The bulk of the discussion involved 
teaching aspiring entrepreneurs about 
not only what the panelists and their 
companies do, but also the positives and 
negatives of attempting to build a startup 
in the Silicon Valley.
While all three of the panelists’ 
companies revolve around helping to 
launch startups, each one had a key focus 
that separated one from the other.
Ressi and Founder Institute center 
mostly on entrepreneurs who are new to 
the business, looking to get funding from 
square one.
“We take people with a dream we kick 
them in the ass and we make them better,” 
Ressi said.
Arora of 500 Startups prefers to take a 
look at startups that have been around and 
are looking to expand.
“We are looking for companies that 
already have something out on the 
market,” Arora said.
Mehta was part of the most unique of 
the companies present, with Unshackled 
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San Jose State students and faculty 
gathered in a room at the Martin Luther 
King Jr. Library to watch ‘Halmoni,’ a fi lm 
about Asian immigrant experiences in the 
United States. After the fi lm screening a 
panel discussed the diffi culties of being 
undocumented, the making of the fi lm and 
also the benefi ts of Deferred Action.
Mexican-American studies professor, 
Dr. Julia Curry, organized the fi lm 
screening and panel discussion along with 
the help of sponsors. 
She welcomed the SJSU community 
with a speech emphasizing the importance 
of knowing that not all undocumented 
immigrants are Mexican. The second 
largest group of undocumented immigrants 
in the U.S. come from Asia.
‘Halmoni’ is a fi lm about Ju Hong, a 
UC Berkeley graduate and undocumented 
immigrant from South Korea who became 
known after he confronted President 
Obama on Nov. 25, 2013 during his 
speech in San Francisco’s Chinatown. 
Hong expressed his feelings regarding the 
separation of families due to deportation.
In the fi lm he says he didn’t know what 
it meant to be undocumented “and the 
depression he went through to the point of 
committing suicide.”
Tia Immanuel, an Indonesian SJSU 
Deferred Action (DACA) business student 
and one of the panelists, shared her 
experiences as an undocumented immigrant. 
“I had no idea I was undocumented 
until I was 16 and I wanted to get my 
drivers license,” Immanuel said. She 
transferred to SJSU after five years of 
community college.
Immanuel identified with the 
film as she herself went through 
depression after finding out she was 
undocumented. The moment occured 
when she tried to get a driver’s license 
like her highschool friends.
“I saw my birth certifi cate and saw that I 
was a citizen of Indonesia,” Immanuel said. 
After fi nding out she couldn’t get a license 
or a job, she started to doubt that she had 
a future, and was afraid that she wouldn’t 
have the life she always dreamt of.
Another panelist, Diana Wong, was born 
in Sonora, Mexico to Chinese parents who 
immigrated to Mexico for a better life. She 
shared her experience in pursuing higher 
education in the U.S. being undocumented. 
Wong and her mom came to the U.S. 
when she was a little girl, her dad stayed 
in Mexico working to send them money. 
Unlike Immanuel, Wong was always aware 
that she was undocumented.
 “I knew I was undocumented... but 
because my parents sacrifi ced so much I 
didn’t feel it,” Wong said.
 Wong felt the impact of her immigration 
status when she applied to colleges.  
“For me it started when I applied for 
colleges and I got really good grades at 
school but I couldn’t pay for it so I avoided 
the question when people asked me where 
was I going to,” Wong said.
 The idea for the  fi lm started when Hong 
reached out to Anna Oh, the fi lm’s producer 
and editor after he had rejected her an 
interview because of his time schedule. Oh 
was a student at UC Davis working on her 
thesis when she saw Hong confront Obama 
at a rally, 
Oh said she felt a connection with Hong 
however, they had a big difference, she was 
not undocumented.
“I didn’t value the citizenship so that 
challenged me to look at this closer... I was 
able to learn more about undocumented 
struggles,” Oh said.
The students and faculty shared their 
own experiences and asked the panelists 
about their work and how they were able to 
overcome their struggles. 
Immanuel remains hopeful in changing 
her legal status and is determined to 
make her mark in Silicon Valley. She’s 
also passionate on helping her community 
by working with nonprofi t organizations 
to inform students about the resources 
available to them.
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The panel of speakers discuss ‘Halmoni’ at the fi lm’s screening  at the MLK Library on Monday.
Follow Estephany on Twitter
@haroestephany
When people think of a U.S. 
Marine’s weapon they may think of a 
rifl e, however Regan A. Young’s is his 
prowess as a fi lm director.
After an eight-year career in the 
Marines, Young’s new mission is to 
honor the sacrifi ce of a couple Afghan 
girls, Khorsid and Parwana, whom he 
met during his last deployment.
On Sept. 8, 2012 Young lost the two 
girls, Khorsid and Parwana, in tragedy. 
They were small people but had the 
hearts of a titans and forever changed 
Young’s perspective on the world.
The Veterans Student Organization 
at SJSU will be hosting Young and 
will be screening his short fi lm 
‘Marza,’ at the Student Union on Nov. 
7 th at 6:30PM.
Based on a true story, Marza follows 
a U.S. Marine who meets several 
heroic young Afghan girls who 
save hundreds of U.S. and Coalition 
troop’s lives.
After the fi lm, Young will host a Q 
& A session.
BY MIGUEL FLAQUER
CONTRIBUTOR
Veteran gives back to little heroes through fi lm
(LEFT) Young pictured with and Parwana (left) and Marsul 
(right). Parwana was killed in a bombing attack in 2012. 
(BELOW) Regan A. Young organizes the crew on the set of his 
fi lm ‘Marza.’ Young  directed, wrote and produced the fi lm.
Follow the Veterans Student Organization on 
Twitter @vso_sjsu
PHOTOS BY TIFFANY-MARIE FORD
Asian immigrants’ hardships refl ected in fi lm 
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The equal rights bathroom law, passed by 
the Obama Administration earlier this year, 
which allows transgender students and 
workers to use the bathroom they identify 
with, is being challenged by a federal judge 
from Texas in a 38-page ruling. 
According to CNN, federal Judge Reed 
O’Connor said, “This case presents the 
diffi cult issue of balancing the protection 
of students’ rights and that of personal 
privacy when using school bathrooms, 
locker rooms, showers, and other intimate 
facilities, while ensuring that no student 
is unnecessarily marginalized while 
attending school.”
According to the New York Times, Judge 
O’Connor said of his injunction, which 
should encompass terms for all schools 
nationwide, that the government did not 
compromise with federal law that allowed 
challenges which go against pre-existing 
legislative and regular laws.
The injunction, according to CNN, keeps 
the federal government from punishing 
those schools that fi ght against the Obama 
Administration’s bathroom law. 
Not granting an injunction to the law said 
Judge O’Connor to the New York Times, 
would put states, “In the position of either 
maintaining their current policies in the 
face of the federal government’s view that 
they are violating the law, or changing 
them to comply with the guidelines and 
cede their authority over this issue.” 
According to CNN, the Obama 
Administration based the bathroom 
law on their interpretation of  Title IX, 
which they think includes discrimination 
against gender identity as well as 
“prohibits sex discrimination in schools, 
colleges and universities.”
Title IX states “No person in the United 
States shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded 
from participation in, be denied the benefi ts 
of, or be subjected to discrimination 
under any education program or activity 
receiving Federal fi nancial assistance.
Social conservatives have been 
threatened by the guidelines the Obama 
Administration passed, stating that the 
administration is putting students’ privacy 
and safety at risk by letting transgender 
youth use whatever bathroom they identify 
with, according to the New York Times.
They also believe the Obama 
Administration are intruding illegally 
into local affairs, which, they believe 
is dangerous.
Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton 
said in a public statement, “The president 
is attempting to rewrite the laws enacted 
by the elected representatives of the 
people and is threatening to take away 
federal funding from schools to force 
them to conform.” 
Several LGBT advocacy groups such 
as Lambda Legal, the American Civil 
Liberties Union, the National Center 
for Lesbian Rights and the Transgender 
Law Center wrote in a joint statement, 
“A ruling by a single judge in one circuit 
cannot and does not undo the years 
of clear legal precedent nationwide 
establishing that transgender students 
have the right to go to school without 
being singled out for discrimination.” 
Dena Iverson, a spokesperson from the 
Justice Department, is reviewing the ruling 
according to CNN.
“The department is disappointed in the 
court’s decision, and we are reviewing our 
options,” Iverson said.
According to the New York Times, 
legal experts say that the injunction 
from Texas is vague and probably will 
not affect current laws. Other regions 
which have more senior courts already 
agree that transgender youth and workers 
can use whichever bathroom they are 
comfortable using according to already 
existing sex discrimination laws. The 
fact that Texas ruled against the Obama 
Administration does not mean that those 
regions will be affected.
Judge blocks guidelines for 
transgender bathroom laws
BY SAJA MOHAMED
STAFF WRITER
Follow Saja on Twitter
@sajamohammad17
choosing to focusing on immigrant 
entrepreneurs who need help obtaining 
visas so they can get their businesses 
running in the United States.
“We help to provide the living 
space, the ecosystem, the legal help,” 
Mehta said.
Near the end of the panel, students 
were given the opportunity to give their 
elevator pitches of their startup ideas to 
the panelists as well as a Q&A session.
“It’s not quite shark tank, but it’s a 
great opportunity to get your idea out 
there,” Bennet said.
However, the panelists were still blunt 
toward the students and their pitches, 
providing constructive criticism about 
how to improve on their ideas.
“This panel was really good for 
getting your ideas off … it was a really 
valuable opportunity and I love the 
feedback that we got,” said computer 
science sophomore Kushal Cuttari, 
who pitched out his idea with fellow 
senior mechanical engineering student 
Matt Beauregard.
“It was a great opportunity to speak in 
front of big names and get just a reality 
slap that grounds you,” Beauregard 
said. “You stop fl oating thinking this 
could be my million dollar idea and you 
realize that it’s all about hard work.
Follow Ryan on Twitter
@ryan_barnhart
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about the job market in silicon valley 
and how it is a market ready for 
millennial graduates.
“I thought it was really interesting, 
the whole millennial part of it. I am 
in Engineering 10 and we just got 
out of emerging into adulthood,” said 
Kevin Bao, a freshman aerospace 
engineering student. “It lets me know 
that it is kinda normal to sort of move 
into different jobs in a relatively short 
amount of time.”
During the second half of her lecture, 
Siegel gave advice on setting up your 
resume and LinkedIn profile as well 
as how to interview. Both students and 
alumni felt that there was a lot of good 
advice to learn from her lecture. 
“Even though I graduated and I am 
working now I learned so much from 
Rene’s presentation, all about the 
story, having a proper summary, and 
showing how you’re unique,” said 
class of 2013 SJSU alumni Stephen 
Lu, a systems engineer for Lockheed 
Martin. “I told the students I am going 
to go home and fix up my linkedin, I 
told the students you gotta go home 
and do the same thing.” 
After Siegel’s lecture, students 
worked in small groups alongside the 
alumni to discuss and put to use the 
advice that was given.
Power Skills featured a range of 
alumni from many different lines of 
work. A large variety graduation dates 
also attended ranging from the ‘80s 
and up to recent 2016 grads.
“I just graduated from San Jose State 
in May, so it was just a few months 
ago that I was here as a student,” said 
Tammy Nguyen, an account manager 
at High Tech Connect. “It’s amazing 
and very mind blowing for me to come 
back as an alumni mentor.”
The final message both the 
guest alumni and Siegel wanted 
students to take home was to not 
procrastinate on preparations for 
entering the job market.
“The first thing is literally making 
it a priority. This is your career, this 
is how you brand yourself whether it’s 
your resume or your LinkedIn profile,” 
Siegel said. “It deserves your attention 
and it deserves to be done as soon as 
possible even if you are not ready for 
your first job yet.”
SJSU students get another chance 
to interact with alumni at the Find a 
Mentor & Network for Career Success 
workshop on Nov. 16 from 4:30 p.m. to 
6 p.m. in the Student Union Ballroom.  
Follow Jason on Twitter
@judgmented1
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Lady Gaga’s newest album ‘Joanne’ adds 
country-esque pop to the list of genres the 
singer has under her belt.
Her sixth album takes a sharp turn from her 
last album ‘Cheek to Cheek’ which featured 
Tony Bennett. ‘Cheek to Cheek’ felt like a 
tribute to her classic jazz vocal roots.
‘Joanne’ generally adds a different sound 
new to Gaga’s repertoire, which isn’t bad, nor 
is it amazing.
Being a fan of Gaga’s, the fi rst time I listened 
to the album I was thoroughly confused with 
the beats and vocals.
The album ‘Joanne’ generally was an 
immediate mix of bass beats similar to 
‘Artpop,’ released in 2013.  The instrumentals 
relied on electric acoustic and bass guitars 
compared to purely an electronic sound.  The 
vocals were much more pronounced and 
clearly annunciated compared to those in 
‘Born This Way’ and ‘The Fame Monster.’
Since the fi rst listen, I’ve run through the 
album top to bottom about three or four 
times trying to enjoy the songs as much as 
I have in the past with albums from Gaga. 
Unfortunately, the songs just don’t click or 
stand out to me as much as ‘Born This Way’ 
in the titular album or ‘Gypsy’ in ‘Artpop.’
That’s not to say the album is horrible. I did 
enjoy a number of songs on ‘Joanne.’
The titular song ‘Joanne’ was a nice, acoustic 
change of pace from what Gaga is known for; 
melodically strong with lyrics that are easy to 
hear, listen to and enjoy.  Backed by an acoustic 
guitarist lightly plucking out the chords and 
steady percussive beats on the guitar’s body 
brings the song together.  Another title that is 
probably going to make its way to my regular 
playlist is ‘Just Another Day.’  It feels a lot like 
a throwback to parlor bands with solos from 
the bandmembers. 
About midway through the song, she 
introduces soloists. The fi rst on electric guitar 
and second on trumpet.  Both bring together 
two different sides to music.  The electric 
guitar with a more modern feeling and the 
trumpet with an old timey jazz feel.
Appropriately called ‘Dancin’ in Circles,’ 
this song brings in beats that are not heavy-
bassed and fast-paced, but are arranged 
perfectly if anyone wants to just get up and 
dance.  Its slower tempo with easy-to-follow 
lyrics makes it a perfect listen if you’re looking 
for something with a good beat.
 On ‘Joanne,’ Lady Gaga has defi nitely shown 
that she has great vocal fl exibility compared 
to many other artists of this era. Unlike others 
who fi nd themselves stuck within one sound, 
Gaga’s ability to perform bassy dance music, 
classic jazz vocals and country-esque pop 
is refreshing and just what this generation’s 
vocalists need. ‘Joanne’ is defi nitely not the 
best album from Gaga, but it is refreshing to 
listen to among today’s artists.
Mother Monster changes tone
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Invisible Apple
There are 20 people in an 
empty, square room. Each 
person has full sight of the 
entire room and everyone in 
it without turning his head or 
body, or moving in any way 
(other than the eyes). Where 
can you place an apple so 
that all but one person can 
see it?
Nov 2
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ACROSS
 1 Type of point
 6 Place with a small 
beach, typically
 10 Kid
 14 Battery post
 15 Breakfast recess
 16 Jamaican citrus 
fruit 
17 Use nail  
polish  
remover to ...
 20 Letters for a mind 
reader
 21 Like Satan
 22 Attempt  
to justify
 23 Shoelace tip
 25 Hang around in the  
shadows
 26 Where water was 
turned into wine
 28 It can be added or 
subtracted
 32 Sect that raises 
barns
 34 On the peak
 35 Weep
 38 Sprinkled orange 
????????????????
grounds are great 
for ...
 42 Some dash widths
 43 Dutch South Afri-
can
 44 Apply, as pressure
 45 Drive-in movie unit
 48 “What ___ can I 
say?”
 49 United  
voting group
 51 Fowl pole?
 53 Mollify
 55 It’s taken from you 
in restaurants
 56 67.5  
degrees, on a 
compass
 59 Speed up a low-
???????????????????
by ...
 62 A chorus voice
 63 Kid-TV’s bilingual 
explorer
 64 Crossword “plot”
 65 Type of hard-to-
miss sign
 66 Some beans
 67 Exodus commemo-
ration
DOWN
 1 Bus charge
 2 Aces,  
sometimes
 3 Where men and 
women go into 
labor?
 4 “And now, without  
further  
___ ...” 
 5 Not drooping or 
sagging
 6 As originally locat-
ed
 7 Body and spirit 
complement
 8 Crudely cut, as a 
branch
 9 ___ out a living 
(barely got by)
 10 Moonshine unit
 11 One with wandering 
eyes
 12 Moved like  
a coward
 13 Hightailed it
 18 Tied
 19 Backslide
 24 Have a  
sudden inspiration?
 26 Birthday party 
feature
 27 Word of agreement  
in church
 29 Computer shortcut
 30 It may be posted at  
a gate
 31 Decay
 33 Type of  
patio grill
 35? ???????????????????
 36 Pair in a lake?
 37 Computer’s infor-
mation unit
 39 “... ___ a lender be”
 40 Mousse alternative
 41 Good  
fellers?
 45 T-shirt  
material
 46 Places for sporting 
events
 47 Lady of Spain
 49 Inlaid  
furniture decoration
 50 Ticket to great 
wealth, sometimes
 52 Kicks out
 53 Bridge  
distance
 54 Concludes
 55 Like mucky 
swampland
 57 Thing for a new-
born
 58 Decorative pitcher
 60? ??????????????????????
sometimes
 61 Not just “a”
Answer: Place the apple on 
??????????? ???????
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Famous Italian opera returns 
to San Jose State this month
I love birds. I’ve had crows, chickens, ducks, 
parakeets. I once rescued a baby ﬁnch from 
Santa Barbara and named her Barbara. She 
kind of became like a little puppy. 
Roya Bahram
 Marketing Junior”
HUMANS of SJSU
Me and my homie made a song over the 
summer called “Empty Stomach Boys” at 
a community college studio because we 
couldn’t afford a real one. We’re hungry. 
Isaac Rosales
 Business Sophomore
“
“ ”
Matthew Hanscom sings and acts out a sample of his role as Figaro in the comedic opera ‘The Barber of Seville’ in the King Library.
JASON DUNHAM | SPARTAN DAILY
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Follow Jason on Twitter
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This November, Opera San Jose is 
performing one of the most popular 
Italian comedic operas of all time, 
‘The Barber of Seville.’
On Tuesday, Opera San Jose hosted 
a preview of the play in the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Library that featured 
segments of the play performed by 
many of the actors, including Brian 
James Meyer and Matthew Hanscom, 
who are both playing the titular 
character Figaro on different days of 
the performance. Kirk Dougherty 
played Count Almaviva, Colin 
Ramsey was Basilio and Sylvia Lee 
played the back up for Rosina. 
‘The Barber of Seville’ tells the story 
of Count Almaviva, a rich man who 
wishes to win the heart of his love 
interest Rosina with wit and charm 
instead of his money. Almaviva seeks 
the aid of Figaro, the barber of seville, 
to steal Rosina from her guardian, the 
dastardly Dr. Bartolo, who wants to 
marry Rosina himself.
“Figaro in the Barber of Seville is a 
really fun character to play, I like to be 
really outgoing in life so this character 
is really much like I am in real life,” 
Meyer said. “I have done it before 
last year in Miami, Florida with the 
Florida grand opera, getting to come 
back to it and doing it a second time 
is always a lot of fun you’re a lot more 
relaxed and you get to dive deeper into 
what is going on.”
During the preview, the performers 
sang well, gathering much applause 
from the fully packed audience which 
fi lled the small room.
“I thought the actors here today did 
a wonderful job, the vocals sounded 
great,” said San Jose resident 
Nadine Lewis. “I look forward to 
seeing the entire completed show 
later this month.”  
‘The Barber of Seville’ features stage 
directing by SJSU associate professor 
of voice Layna Chianakas and SJSU 
students make up some of the chorus 
and orchestra for the performance. 
After the singing portion of the 
preview, Hancock explained the 
long history behind the opera 
and it’s famous Italian composer 
Gioachino Rossini. 
Created in 1816, ‘The Barber of 
Seville,’ is based on a similar play, 
‘Le Barbier de Seville’ created by 
Pierre Beaumarchais in 1775. ‘The 
Barber of Seville’ had a famous 
opening night as another Italian 
composer named Giovanni Paisiello 
had created his own similar play 
based on Beaumarchais’s work. 
Fans of Paisiello considered ‘The 
Barber of Seville’ an insult to his 
work and attended the fi rst showing 
of the play in order to boo and mock 
the performance. 
The mocking combined with 
an underprepared staff lead to a 
performance that was extremely 
rough resulting in Rossini declining 
to make an appearance at the second 
performance, instead choosing to 
stay home. 
Without the disruption by fans of 
Paisiello, the second performance 
of ‘the Barber of Seville’ went off 
without incident and fans of the show 
gathered around the composer’s home 
to cheer.
“Putting together a cast that can 
adequately sing ‘the Barber of 
Seville’ is not an easy thing to do, 
it is not an opera you just pull out 
of a drawer and sit it on the stage, 
at least not successfully,” said 
Opera San Jose general director 
Larry Hancock. “We have this 
astonishing resident company this 
year of young singers who really 
can step up and deliver.” 
“The Barber of Seville” opens on 
Nov. 12 at the California Theatre 
at 8p.m.
INFOGRAPHIC BY FRANCISCO FRANCO | SPARTAN DAILY
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S Should the Vatican be able to tell Catholics 
what is holy and unholy when it comes to 
cremation and placement of loved ones?
BENJAMIN SIEPAK
STAFF WRITER
ESTEPHANY HARO
STAFF WRITER
Cremated remains should not be a keepsake The Vatican won’t decide for my family and I
After last Tuesday’s announcement 
from the Vatican, Catholics can still 
cremate their deceased loved ones, but 
are no longer permitted to shoot the 
cremated ashes out of shotgun shells, 
launch them into space or mix them 
into tattoo ink to keep forever.
Spreading the ashes of deceased loved 
ones has become an increasingly popular 
fad around the world but is not considered 
sacred to the Catholic Church.
New guidelines were announced by 
the Vatican’s doctrinal offi ce called Ad 
resurgendum cum Christo, including that 
cremated remains must be placed in a 
sacred place such as a church or cemetery 
and are not to be spread elsewhere.
The new guidelines, which were 
signed and published by Cardinal 
Gerhard Ludwig Muller, state “It is not 
permitted to scatter the ashes of the 
faithful and departed in the air, on land 
at sea or in some other way, nor may 
they be preserved in mementos, pieces 
of jewelry or other objects.”
According to the Cremation 
Association of North America (CANA), 
an organization that gathers statistics 
on cremation in the United States and 
Canada, cremation has been growing 
in popularity for several years now. 
Statistics show that in 2000, the 
United States had a cremation rate 
of 26.2 percent; it has risen to 48.6 
percent in 2015.
Prior to the new set of cremation 
guidelines set by the Vatican, CANA 
predicted that the cremation rate in the 
United States would reach 54.3 percent 
by 2020.
Among the most popular ceremonies 
that people take part in when spreading 
cremated remains are spreading them 
at sea, keeping them at home or in 
some form of jewelry. 
These options are not considered to 
be made in the likeness of God by the 
Vatican and they are concerned that 
these practice involve “erroneous ideas 
about death,” as stated in the guidelines.
By spreading ashes into the ocean 
or in nature, people are signifying the 
notion that the person’s life has come to 
a complete end and that our bodies fuse 
with nature wherever they are spread.
However, this is nothing but a secular 
approach, and is condemned by the 
Catholic Church which preaches that 
the fate of death can be saved by Christ 
in salvation.  
Catholics believe that the Church is 
the presence of God, so how can you be 
saved through salvation and forgiven 
for human sin in the middle of the 
Pacifi c Ocean?
Spreading cremated ashes has become 
such a popular thing to do that people 
are fi nding absurd ways to go about 
the ceremonies that have no possible 
relation to the Catholic Church and are 
being used as more of a keepsake to 
the living instead of being used in the 
honor of God.
There are companies such as LifeGem 
that will allow you to use the ashes as a 
base to a diamond.  
Another company called ‘And Vinyl’ 
allows people to compress cremated 
ashes into a vinyl record with your 
favorite soundtrack.
These are just few of the many 
examples that people are doing with 
cremated ashes, thus using the ashes 
for their own benefi t and mementos.
With the new guidelines set in place, 
these non-sacred ceremonies should be 
limited and rightfully so.
The act of making the deceased into 
a keepsake lacks honor and reverence 
as the guideline states, “the Church 
continues to prefer the practice of 
burying the bodies of the deceased, 
because this shows a greater esteem 
towards the deceased.”
By burying the body, dignity is 
demonstrated to the human body which 
the Church believes is an integral part 
of resurrecting faith after death. 
Cremated remains must be respected 
in the same way and properly respected 
by ancestors and relatives, which does 
not include wearing them around your 
neck or as a tattoo.
Just as Cardinal Mueller’s guidelines 
say, “To rise with Christ, we must die 
with Christ.”
The Vatican has forbidden Catholics from 
keeping the ashes of cremated loved ones 
at home, scattering them, dividing them 
between family members or turning them 
into mementos, according to The Guardian. 
The number of people cremating their 
loved ones has increased; and according 
to the Vatican’s press release regarding 
this issue, ashes must be stored in a sacred 
place, ideally a cemetery.
On Oct. 25, the Catholic Church issued 
instructions regarding the burial of the 
deceased and the conservation of the ashes. 
The document lists eight points on why 
Catholics should follow their traditional 
idea of burying deceased ones and why 
keeping ashes at home is disrespectful to 
the deceased and to the church. 
As a Catholic, I shouldn’t be told to bury 
or to not keep my loved ones ashes at home, 
it’s my decision.  
“We come from the earth and we shall 
return to the earth,” Cardinal Gerhard 
Müller said in a press conference in Rome. 
“The church continues to incessantly 
recommend that the bodies of the dead 
be buried either in cemeteries or in other 
sacred ground.”
Every person or family should decide 
on their own where and how they wish 
to keep their deceased loved ones’ ashes. 
Not burying my loved ones will not  make 
me any less Catholic, just how not going 
to church every Sunday makes me less 
religious. However, the Catholic Church’s 
controversies make me doubt whether what 
they say is the right thing to do.
Growing up in a conservative Catholic 
home, I had the idea that I should follow 
what my church says or else I was a sinner. 
I couldn’t understand certain things, such 
as why gay people were looked at as 
sinners and why a lot of Catholics around 
the world are in poverty, and yet their pope 
sits on a gold-plated chair. I also couldn’t 
understand why the Vatican covered up 
sexual abuses by their own priests around 
the world, such as Brian Gergely, an altar 
boy who was molested when he was 10 
years old by his priest in Ebensburg, a 
small town in Pennsylvania, according to 
an article by The Guardian. 
All those controversies did not make me 
doubt my religion, it made me doubt the 
Vatican and its way of handling situations 
that affect my community and I. My church 
should understand that the decision of the 
burying or cremating  a loved one is a very 
personal one, including where one decides 
to to keep their ashes. Keeping ashes at 
home should not be viewed as a sign of 
disconnect. I could have turned atheist or 
change religion like many people did but I 
will not, I believe in the Catholic religion, but 
I will not let its rules doubt my spirituality. 
The document instruction: Ad 
Resurgendum Cum Christo says, “The 
burial of the faithful departed in cemeteries 
or other sacred places encourages family 
members and the whole Christian 
community to pray for and remember the 
dead, while at the same time fostering the 
veneration of martyrs and saints.”
I have to disagree.  Keeping ashes at 
home doesn’t mean that they will be 
disrespected. On the contrary, when 
people make the decision to keep a loved 
one ashes at home might be because they 
want to keep remembering their loved one 
by praying and remembering. It’s easier for 
people to forget about their deceased loved 
ones when they’re in a cemetery that they 
might only go to once a year. 
I don’t plan to live in one city or state 
for the rest of my life. I would consider 
along with my family’s support keeping 
my loved ones ashes at home, I would  pray 
and respect them if I have them closer. 
Whereas, if they’re buried in a cemetery, 
realistically I wouldn’t have the time to go 
visit as often as I would want to and give 
them the respect and prayers that their 
souls deserve.  
Should the Vatican 
outlaw the spreading of 
ashes?
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Study shows that the average SJSU student won’t 
be around when the gender gap doesn’t exist
The results are in and the 
United States fell 17 spots 
from last year’s Global Gender 
Gap Report from the World 
Economic Forum.  We placed 
45th of 144 countries, quite a 
ways to fall from the 28th slot 
of last year.
Meanwhile, Iceland is sitting 
pretty in the number one spot 
for the eighth consecutive year.
According to the Global 
Gender Gap Report, the United 
States dropped in ranking “due 
to a decrease on its Economic 
Participation and Opportunity 
score.” The Economic 
Participation and Opportunity 
subsection of the grade 
represents the gap in workforce 
participation between women 
and men, the gap in income 
between women and men and 
the gap in advancement between 
women and men.
The estimated income 
between women and men is 
most evidently the reason why 
the United States is not higher 
up on the list. 
We can’t fi gure out how to give 
women the same wages as men, 
despite years of progress.
Before seeing the whole report, 
you’d think we’d need no more 
than 100 years to close the gap 
between women and men. Nope. 
If you want an estimate, it 
takes a little bit of digging.
Though the World Economic 
Forum didn’t give North 
America an estimation on 
the gender-gap closure, the 
American Association of 
University Women reported 
a potential closure in the 
United States wage gap in 
approximately 136 years.  This 
is only a portion of the gap the 
World Economic Forum takes 
into account.
Somehow a calculator provided 
by the World Economic Forum, 
though not directly accessible 
from its report, determines how 
long it would take for the gender 
gap to close in the United States. 
The factors going into the 
calculator are gender, country 
and date of birth.
According to this calculation, 
it will take 170 years before the 
gender gap closes globally.  In 
170 years, I will be 192 years 
old. More specifi cally, unless 
they create a fountain of youth, 
I will be long gone before the 
gender gap no longer exists.
There are 15,479 San Jose 
State University undergraduate 
students enrolled as of fall 2016 
between the ages of 20 and 24 
according to SJSU Institutional 
Effectiveness and Analytics.
Over 26,000 undergraduate 
students are enrolled at this 
university and many of us 
graduating within the next 
couple of years and heading 
straight into the workforce 
are about to see the realities 
connected to the gender gap.
For every dollar a woman 
earns, her male counterpart will 
on average earn $1.54, according 
to the same calculator. 
Though it doesn’t seem like much 
at a per dollar level, on a salary 
scale, women make $22,215.46 
less. On average, a woman’s annual 
salary is $44,122.27 compared 
to $66,337.73 for men. If these 
numbers surprise you, welcome to 
reality, hope you enjoy your stay.
According to the World 
Economic Forum, the 
Economic Participation and 
Opportunity score refl ects the 
stagnation in the number of 
female representatives we have 
as legislators, managers and 
senior offi cials.  
This means we’ve slowed on 
progress to get women into 
higher positions to the point that 
it’s starting to negatively affect 
our score.
Closing the gender gap has 
been a  global struggle for 
decades, but many countries 
are getting closer and closer to 
achieving this.  
In the past, when thinking 
about achievements in closing 
the gender gap, I thought the 
United States was making 
steadfast progress.
Of course, I was an optimistic 
teenager.  Now seeing the 
reports, it’s an accumulation of 
the hard facts that more people 
should see.  
The world’s people need 
to open their eyes more and 
voice their opinions about 
such statistics.  Some countries 
are right to brag about their 
progress, Iceland for example.
Anyone celebrating the progress 
the United States has made since 
its founding as an independent 
nation is doing so prematurely.
The World Economic Forum’s 
annual Gender Gap Report said, 
“The closing of the economic 
gender gap ranges from only 47 
to 1951 years.”  
All of the regions represented 
in the study were given an 
estimation of how long it will 
take for the gender gap to close. 
Western Europe took the role 
of the fastest-closing gap with 
47 years.
North America is considered 
the “lowest-performing region” 
according to the Gender Gap 
Report.  Since 2006, the North 
American economic gender 
gap has not gone down, it’s 
increased by one percent.
It may seem to be a small 
percentage over 10 years, but 
due to the increase, it shows 
that regions with an estimated 
300 to 1951 years to close the 
gap may have the upper hand.
Whether it takes 50 or 2000 
years to close the gender 
gaps of our world, the World 
Economic Forum’s report just 
shows how much work needs to 
be done for women and men to 
truly be equal.  
Progress is being made, but 
within the United States it 
seems to be happening at slower 
than a snail’s pace or even going 
backward.  This is unacceptable.
Closing the Gender Gap
Top Five: 1. Iceland 0.874
2. Finland 0.845
3. Norway 0.842
4. Sweden 0.815
5. Rwanda 0.800
(with their global index score)
45. United States 0.722
Images from pixabay.com. Data compiled by World Economic Forum.
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Google’s reconstruction of Fiber internet is the end of an era
JASON DUNHAM
STAFF WRITER
In 2011, Google Fiber launched 
for the fi rst time in Kansas City, 
Kansas and marked a new era of 
affordable high-speed internet. 
Over the following years heavy 
internet users like myself 
constantly awaited Google Fiber’s 
arrival to other locations. 
Unfortunately those of us who 
are still waiting for Google Fiber 
are now going to have to wait 
longer, because as of last week, 
Google announced that it is 
suspending efforts to bring the 
service to many of the current 
potential cities, one of which is 
San Jose.
On the offi cial Google Fiber 
blog, the senior vice president 
of Alphabet (Google’s parent 
company) Craig Barratt said, 
“For most of our potential Fiber 
cities, those where we’ve been in 
exploratory discussions — we’re 
going to pause our operations 
and offi ces while we refi ne our 
approaches. We’re ever grateful 
to these cities for their ongoing 
partnership and patience, and 
we’re confi dent we’ll have an 
opportunity to resume our 
partnership discussions once 
we’ve advanced our technologies 
and solutions.” 
In that same post Barratt also 
announced that he was stepping 
down from his position as CEO 
but is continuing to be an advisor 
for the company. 
Google Fiber has faced many 
roadblocks in its long road to 
come to San Jose. Around this 
time last year, news broke that 
plans for Google Fiber were 
stalled out as Google tried to 
work with the local government 
to lay out the necessary fi ber 
network and construct fi ber huts.
Google has its work cut out 
as it prepares an area to receive 
Google Fiber.  
Fiber internet uses fi ber optic 
cables as opposed to the copper 
cables used with most cable 
internet and television today. 
Fiber optic cables can handle 
more data at longer distances 
and is also not affected by 
electromagnetic interference like 
copper wire. 
When Google wants to bring 
fi ber to an area, it must fi rst fi nd 
a path to lay out the fi ber optic 
cable to reach all the locations it 
plan to serve. 
In addition, it must build what 
they call “fi ber huts” which 
handles the translation of the 
data between the internet and 
computers using the network. 
Many of these cables require 
Google to strategically place 
them underground without 
affecting existing piping such as 
the water lines.    
According to an article by 
Washington Post, pressure on 
Google Fiber to be a revenue- 
grossing business after the 
reorganization under Alphabet 
is a big reason why Google is 
looking to restructure the service 
moving forward. 
Author Brian Fung wrote, “Like 
many of its siblings in the broader 
Alphabet family, Google Fiber 
is likely feeling the heat from 
top executives who are trying to 
show investors that their money is 
being well spent.”
According to the article, 
another problem faced by Google 
Fiber is the cost of the service 
and being able to provide Fiber 
subscribers with television. In 
2014, an executive for Google 
Fiber announced that Google 
was paying twice as much for the 
rights to the televisions channels 
compared to its competition. 
Google Fiber is a relatively 
cheap internet service for what 
you are getting as the most 
expensive plan offers 1 Gigabit 
per second internet and cable 
television for $130 a month. 
In comparison, my internet-
only plan from Comcast costs 
$90 a month for 200 Mbits per 
second. Google Fiber’s internet 
only service is $70 a month for 
the same 1 Gbit per second. 
Essentially If I had Google Fiber 
today, I would be getting four 
times the speed of my Comcast 
plan for $20 less.
Google claims that these 
projects are simply on hold as it 
explores new technology to more 
easily distribute the service. 
Some sources, such as the New 
York Times and Ars Technica, 
believe that Google is looking to 
use wireless technology to get the 
service out there going forward 
based on the number of wireless 
companies Google has been 
acquiring over the past few years. 
I for one am skeptical that 
a wireless technology could 
provide the fantastic speed and 
reliability that Google’s current 
fi ber network offers in the areas 
that have it already.
It pains me that San Jose was 
seemingly so close to getting the 
fi ber service. It makes me wonder 
about what would have happened 
if the work to layout the fi ber 
cables in San Jose had followed 
the original time line. 
Unfortunately, for those of us 
who would kill to have access 
to the Google’s fi ber service, the 
ball is squarely in Google’s court. 
I hope that it still makes it to San 
Jose, at least in some form, even 
if it is not what I am looking for. 
It could still have a positive effect 
on internet and television pricing 
in our area. 
Follow Jason on Twitter
@judgmened1
SPARTUNES
THEME: SONGS TO LISTEN 
TO ON A RAINY DAY 
REBECCA PIRAYOU: SUNDAY MORNING- MAROON 5
DANIEL REEDY: TUESDAY’S GONE- LYNYRD SKYNYRD
ASHLI LETT:  LATCH - DISCLOSURE
CASEY GEIER: RAIN - MICK JENKINS
MELISSA HARTMAN: SAVE IT FOR A RAINY DAY - KENNY CHESNEY
RYAN VERMONT:  SUNSHINE- ATMOSPHERE
RASHAAD MUBARAK: SUPA DUPA FLY - MISSY ELLIOTT
JEREMY CUMMINGS: ARUARIAN DANCE - NUJABES
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Highlighting your 
social media pics, 
statuses, and tweets 
at San Jose State 
University!
Halloween
Highlights
These costumes are so SPOOPY that
they got clowns running!
TAYLOR JONES
STAFF WRITER
Don’t tell me what to do, or what not to do, with my body
Have you ever heard the term 
“My body is my temple?” This is 
your vessel that you need to take 
care of to survive. Because it is 
your body, you have the freedom 
to do whatever you want with and 
to it. 
However, just because you have 
the right to your body does not 
mean that people are going to agree 
with what you do with it. 
In certain experiences, I have 
been cat-called and deemed a “slut” 
by what I wear to parties or even to 
school. Women and men alike are 
victims of body shaming, but I feel 
as though women get scrutinized 
more for what they do and how 
they present themselves. 
Why do so many people care about 
what we do with our bodies? Why 
do I still see and hear “feminists” 
and men slut shame other women 
over what they are wearing? 
We live in a time where it is okay 
to be proud of your body, but not 
okay to do whatever you want with 
it. This is hypocrisy at its fi nest. 
Most women have heard the 
phrase “Don’t wear that skirt/dress, 
it’s too short!” plenty of times. We 
are constantly being bombarded 
by others who think they know us 
and our bodies best. Newsfl ash for 
those folks, this is not your body, so 
how do you know what’s best for it? 
Women also get bashed on a 
daily basis for having jobs like 
stripping, dancing or engaging 
in paid sex. While I do not have 
personal experience with any of 
these, why is it my place to tell a 
woman what she can and cannot 
do with her own body? It does not 
make it okay for men or women 
to dehumanize another solely 
because their career choice is not 
“acceptable” to their standards. 
Amber Rose, a woman most 
famously known for previously 
dating Wiz Khalifa and running 
her own company, runs an event 
that started last year called The Slut 
Walk. The walk is to address slut-
shaming and make it known that 
women and men can do whatever 
they want with their bodies.
The walk has plenty of people 
following in positive support, but 
of course their are people who 
denounce what she is trying to do. 
It is not just men who slut shame 
or bash women for their bodies, 
however. Women also do it to each 
other, and sometimes they even 
refer to themselves as feminists. 
According to an article by Women’s 
Rights News for the Huffi ngton 
Post, feminism is described as no 
gender having power over the other.
It is daunting and frustrating to 
see women fi ghting against each 
other on social media because of 
one’s choice to use her body in a 
way that is “promiscuous.”
According to a study done by 
Cornell University, women are 
quicker to judge one another solely 
based on the number of sexual 
partners they have. In the study, 
the university told women about a 
fake lady named “Joanne.” In some 
cases, this woman had only two 
sexual partners in her life. In other 
cases, she had over 20. 
At the end of the study it was 
found that the women who 
heard that ‘Joanne’ had over 20 
different sexual partners dubbed 
her as emotionally unstable, less 
competent and less dominant 
than the ‘Joanne’ who had only 
two partners. 
This girl-on-girl crime is nothing 
new, and has stemmed from men 
and society taking jabs at sexually 
free females over the years. 
Contrary to popular belief, 
women are not the sole victims of 
this harassment. 
Men are also shamed for 
their bodies, but it just is not as 
publicized as women’s. Men are 
also told by media outlets and peers 
to look and act a certain way to 
seem masculine. When it comes to 
sex, however, I feel like the people 
around them turn a blind eye. 
From what I have seen from my 
own experiences is that a man can 
have multiple sexual partners and 
not get blamed for it. In turn, he gets 
multiple high fi ves from friends and 
a gold star for being a “stud.” 
Women, on the other hand, get 
dragged in the mud for using their 
bodies the same way that men do. 
When women boast about their sex 
lives and what they do with their 
bodies, men and women both pounce 
on them, calling them whores, sluts 
and and other disgusting names. 
Women have the same right as 
men do to do what they want with 
their bodies. If they want to use their 
bodies for sex, let them do it. 
It is not your body to ridicule 
and maintain. What people do 
not realize is that they should be 
worried about their own selves 
rather than wasting time worrying 
about someone else who does not fi t 
their idea of “normal.” 
Women are going to do what they 
want, and it is time for the world to 
be okay with that. 
Follow Taylor on Twitter
@tayj95_jones
UNDEFEATED
Continued from page 1
happens to be 6 feet 5 inches and weighs over 
330 pounds. He’s going to put that kid in the 
hospital,” said Stacey Morris to WXPI News. 
Advocating for kids to give up and not 
persevere through tough times is shameful, 
but this whole situation could have easily 
been avoided. 
No, the WIAA can’t force a team to play, 
for this is not a dictatorship. However, all 
of these forfeits have happened against 
intra-conference opponents. Therefore, 
Archbishop Murphy is competing in a 
conference far too weak. 
Archbishop Murphy is a private school, 
which means it can recruit under WIAA 
regulation according to ESPN, with an 
enrollment of 525 students. How high 
school football leagues are assembled is 
based on proximity and size of the school. 
Currently, Archbishop Murphy is playing 
in a conference mixed with 1A and 2A 
teams called the Cascade District. The most 
competitive class in Washington is 4A. 
The WIAA released a statement in October 
regarding these forfeitures: “The WIAA 
is committed to working with schools and 
athletic directors to examine the structure 
and schedule of the 2017 football season 
to ensure student athletes have a positive, 
competitive, and equitable experience.” 
The WIAA must not care about the 2016 
season, and didn’t care about the 2017 season 
until this issue received national attention.
The people who could have easily 
prevented this from happening are the 
coaches and athletic directors of the Cascade 
District. In my experience covering high 
school sports for the past three years, intra-
conference members such as coaches, 
athletes and faculty have been a tight-knit 
group. Although they are adversaries on the 
playing fi eld, several are close friends off of 
it. I understand that high school football is 
more prominent in California, and teams in 
the Bay Valley Athletic League are within 15 
miles of each other while Cascade District 
teams range from 16 to 29 miles apart, but 
this culture must exist in Washington to 
some degree.
Archbishop Murphy had to see this coming 
during the offseason because rumors among 
high schools spread like butter on toast, 
especially in the communication era we live in 
today with Facebook and Twitter. Therefore, a 
school representative should have notifi ed the 
WIAA about this before it became a problem. 
The easiest solution, at least temporarily, is 
to mimic arguably the greatest team in high 
school football. 
De La Salle High School of Concord has 
not lost to a team to a Northern(-)California 
team since 1991, and stopped competing 
in any type of league or conference as of 
2012 to become independent. This means it 
manually selects every game on its regular 
season schedule. The De La Salle Spartans 
may not be eligible to win a league title, but 
they don’t care because they play in the State 
Championship game almost every year. 
Archbishop Murphy may be undefeated 
this season, but players from both sides of 
this situation have lost more than what a 
winning season or statsheet can make up.
Follow Luke on Twitter
@scoop_johnson
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San Jose State will defend its 
Mountain West Championship 
win facing off against a vengeful 
San Diego State. SJSU’s 
women’s soccer team secured 
the second seed of the Mountain 
West Championship and enters 
the tournament excited and 
confi dent. SJSU (10-5-4) will 
enter the championship with a 
fi rst round bye and will face off 
with SDSU (9-7-3) for a spot to 
compete in the fi nal round.
The Spartans defeated the 
Aztecs to win the conference title 
just a year ago. 
“Honestly we’re proud of that 
and that’s something you work 
towards throughout the regular 
season in conference play,” said 
head coach Lauren Hanson. 
“They played well all season 
long to earn it so it’s nice to have 
that gift, but at the same time it’s 
just another game that we have 
coming in semifi nals.”
A 7-3-1 record was the reason 
they fi nished second in the 
conference, barely edging out 
Fresno State for the spot.
 “We’re just really blessed and 
happy that we got a bye,” said 
junior defender Myia Wilkes. 
“Now it means we have these extra 
couple of days to relax and prepare 
ourselves mentally and physically 
and be ready to kick ass.”
Wilkes was a member of SJSU’s 
2015 team which beat SDSU to 
win the tournament and move 
on to the NCAA tournament.
The Spartans plan on taking the 
Aztecs by storm at the semifi nals 
hoping to crush them once again.
“I think we’re all feeling really 
confi dent and I’m really excited 
for us to play to the best of our 
abilities,” Wilkes said. “We’ve 
been training for this the whole 
season and it’s fi nally here.
SJSU has won two of the 
past three meetings against its 
Southern California rival.
SJSU scorched San Diego 
State’s backline 4-0 during 
conference play in early October 
of this year. 
They also won last year’s 
fi nal round of the conference 
tournament 1-1 (4-2 PK).
The last time the Spartans lost 
to the Aztecs was on Oct. 18, 
2015 in San Diego.
“I think anytime you have to 
play a team twice it’s always a 
very different game,” Hanson 
said. “You can just approach the 
game knowing their strengths 
and weaknesses and you go out 
and play to your strengths.”
If the Spartans claim the 
conference championship once 
again this season, they will earn 
an automatic bid into the NCAA 
Tournament to play a top team. 
That’s been the team’s goal 
throughout this season.
Last year the women’s soccer 
team was the fi rst SJSU team 
to win a Mountain West 
championship since joining the 
conference in 2013.
“I would be excited so excited to 
make it again, it’s just an honor to be 
in the NCAA rounds,” Wilkes said.
Despite losing in the fi rst round 
in 2015, the Spartans have been 
committed to return back to the 
championship for a chance to 
defend their title. 
“This year has been the best 
energy that we’ve had since 
I’ve been here my three years,” 
Wilkes said. “We just all really 
get along and we all love each 
other and we all want to play for 
each other and win together.”
Junior forward Dorthe Hoppius 
leads SJSU with eight goals 
scored this season and senior 
midfi elder Alexis Venegas is 
close behind with seven. 
Junior midfi elder Yaritza Arista, 
a transfer who is making her fi rst 
appearance in the conference 
tournament, said she is excited to 
go into the championship strong 
and repeat what the team did the 
season before. 
 “I hope we get a win,” Arista 
said about going into the 
semifi nals against San Diego.
If SJSU beats out San Diego 
State, it will face either 
University of Nevada Las Vegas 
or Utah State University in the 
fi nal round of the tournament.
The Spartans took down UNLV 
in the Mountain West season 
opener 2-1 where they made both 
their goals in the fi rst 10 minutes 
of the game. In early October 
SJSU faced Utah State where 
they lost 2-1.
MOUNTAIN WEST CONFERENCE 
TOURNAMENT SEMI-FINALS
LAST SEASON:
MOUNTAIN WEST FINAL
SJSU 1, SDSU 1
SJSU WINS PK 4-2
Spartans look to 
make back-to-back 
conference fi nal appearances
BY VICENTE SERNA-ESTRADA
STAFF WRITER
SJSU
10-5-4
(7-3-1)
SDSU
9-7-3
(6-2-3)
(Top) Senior midfi elder Maricruz Chapa celebrates with senior forward Dorthe Hoppius after the star attacker scored a goal against rival San Diego State. The Spartans won the game 4-0 in San Jose.
(Bottom) Maricruz Chapa dashes between Aztec defenders. She was a member of last year’s Mountain West Championship team.
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I think anytime 
you have to play 
a team twice it’s 
always a very 
different game. 
You can just 
approach the 
game knowing 
their strengths 
and weaknesses 
and you go out 
and play to your 
strengths.
“
Lauren Hanson
Spartans’ head coach
“
Follow Vicente on Twitter
@vinceserna_
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to accurately throw the ball on the run.
“I feel like I try to emulate my game off of 
Aaron Rodgers,” Potter said. “Even though I 
don’t have the arm strength he does, but I do feel 
that I have the pocket presence he does and the 
escapability where I can keep my eyes down the 
fi eld and still make plays.”
He has shown throughout his two years at SJSU 
his ability to make a play after the everything 
breaks down by being able to escape from the 
pocket and use his legs to keep a drive alive.
“When I was young I always grew up watching 
football with my dad,” Potter said. “Everybody in 
my family played and I always wanted to follow 
in their footsteps.”
After he graduates with a degree in 
communications, Potter intends to try and do 
what he can to keep himself on the fi eld, but 
knows that he has the degree to fall back on.
“I am going to pursue the dream of playing at 
the next level,” Potter said. “I know that nothing 
is guaranteed and I have always taken school very 
seriously so I am set up to have a very successful 
life after football.”
The competition of the game and it is what 
drives Potter everyday both on and off the fi eld.
“The competition,” Potter said. “The moment 
when maybe everyone is pulling against you in 
an away game and then you shut the crowd up. I 
love winning and I hate losing.”
Off the fi eld he is like anyone else. Potter 
enjoys going to school and spending time 
outside when he is free.
“I like golfi ng,” Potter said. “That is one thing 
that I do not much during the season but in the 
offseason I like that, going to the beach and I love 
to eat.”
During games, Potter likes to fi nd the balance 
between competitiveness and calmness in order 
to play at his best, however after games, especially 
after wins, a different animal is released from 
him and his teammates.
“We are always dancing and singing in there,” 
Potter said. “Coach (Al) Borges actually sang and 
danced for us last game after we played UNLV.”
Potter and his teammates hope they will be 
dancing and singing on Friday when they take on 
Boise State in Idaho.
“We are looking forward to going into Boise 
and competing against a good team,” Potter 
said. “If we execute, we should come away with 
a win.”
The Spartans are heavy underdogs against the 
Broncos, who are ranked 24th nationally and 
are coming off its fi rst loss of the season against 
Wyoming last weekend.
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INSIDE THE MATCHUP
NOVEMBER 4, 2016 BOISE, IDAHO
23.1
RED ZONE 
TOUCHDOWNS
50%
(12-24)
75%
(21-27)
POINTS PER GAME
YARDS PER GAME
TURNOVERS
PENALTIES
33.5
362.2
14
37
13
41
31:07 TIME OF POSS. 27:19
SPARTANS
3-6 (2-3) 7-1 (3-1)
BRONCOS
482.2
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